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EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Background 

Virginia Street runs from Red Rock Road in the north valleys to Mount Rose Highway in the south valleys and is 

also considered US 395 Alternative Highway and was the historical north/south connection through Reno up until 

the construction of Interstate-580 (I-580). Virginia Street is famous for the Virginia Street Bridge, the Reno Arch 

and connects the downtown core, University of Nevada Reno, Midtown, and North/South Reno.  

 

Study Purpose and Need  

Virginia Street within the McCarran Ring (N. McCarran Blvd to S. McCarran Blvd), has been developed as a major 

corridor, complete with multi-modal transportation elements including the Virginia Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

service, The BRT currently runs along Virginia and Center Street with service arriving every ten minutes taking 

passengers from the University of Nevada Reno in the north to the Meadowood Mall in the south. As the area 

continues to grow and additional density is being developed along Virginia Street, there may be a need to expand 

the BRT service to the south. 

 

South Virginia Street, from S. McCarran Boulevard to the Mount Rose Highway (SR 431) has transitioned over the 

last 50 years from a rural highway connecting Reno and Carson City, to a high-density mixed-use corridor. This 

transition is still underway. Resulting in a patchwork of transit elements throughout the S. Virginia Street corridor. 

Identifying the existing conditions within the study area will help to establish opportunities and needs and identify 

how the future extension of the BRT can create a multi-modal, transit‐supportive development pattern that meets 

the growth and development needs of the region. 

 

Study Area 

The study corridor extends along South Virginia Street from the BRT route’s current terminus at the Meadowood 

Mall transfer station to the Mount Rose Highway (SR 431). A majority of the corridor has already been developed 

(S. McCarran Blvd. to S. Meadows Pkwy) but the area south of Damonte Ranch Parkway remains mostly vacant 

with several high-density projects being planned. Therefore, an alternate study route has been included to see if 

an alternative BRT route, off Virginia Street, could be more successful. This corridor is identified as 

Damonte/Wedge Alternative. The project boundary, or study area, is based on an approximate three-quarter 

mile walking distance from the South Virginia Street and Damonte/Wedge Alternative corridors using existing 

streets. The entire study area includes 6,025 acres. A majority of which is within the City of Reno jurisdiction with 

portions of Unincorporated Washoe County to the west. 

 

Corridors: 

South Virginia Street:  Is bound by Meadowood Mall in the north and the Summit Mall in the south. 

Specifically, the ±5.61 miles are between South McCarran Boulevard to Mount Rose Highway (SR 431). 

Damonte/Wedge Alternative: A circular corridor that is adjacent to many multi-family developments, the RTC 

Park and Ride in the Summit Mall, and the University of Nevada Redfield Campus. The ±6.31 miles including 
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portions of Damonte Ranch Parkway from South Virginia Street to the terminus of Damonte Ranch Parkway. 

Future Damonte Ranch Parkway which includes a connection from Steamboat Parkway to Mount Rose 

Highway/Geiger Grade Road. Mount Rose Highway (SR 431) from Geiger Grade Road to Wedge Parkway; 

Wedge Parkway from SR 431 to Arrowcreek Parkway; and Arrowcreek Parkway from Wedge Parkway to South 

Virginia Street.  

 

 

 Figure 1: Study Area 


